
 

 

 

Simplicity VS. Sophistication – When 

Simplicity Wins: The Story of Historic 

Hartsdale Train Station  

By: Riley Wentzler & Felicia Barber  

 

Introduction: 

 

In our article, All Aboard!!! The Story of The Old Putnam Railroad In Greenburgh 

we celebrated the history of the Old Putnam Railroad, and, in our article, The 

Disappearing Railroad Blues in Greenburgh: The Fate of the Putnam Railroad 

Line and the old Putnam Trail, we lamented its demise. While sadly the Old 

Putnam Railroad is gone, Greenburgh still has railroads and railroad stations to be 

proud of. Some of these stations in Greenburgh are truly historic. One such railroad 

station is the Historic Hartsdale Train Station. 

 

Birth of a Station: 

 

Located on 1 E. Hartsdale Avenue, Hartsdale NY, 10530 and constructed in 1914 

(National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 2011 p.1 and National 

Register of Historic Places Registration Form 2011 p. 3),the Historic Hartsdale 

Train Station was built by the firm of Warren & Wetmore 

(https://www.loc.gov/item/ny1579, https://www.theclio.com/entry/100129, 

https://www.iridetheharlemline.com/2013/05/22/warren-wetmore-grand-centrals-

https://www.loc.gov/item/ny1579/
https://www.theclio.com/entry/100129
https://www.iridetheharlemline.com/2013/05/22/warren-wetmore-grand-centrals-architects-on-the-harlem-line/


 

 

architects-on-the-harlem-line/). This firm was founded by Whitney Warren and 

Charles Wetmore and is one of the most prestigious architectural firms in the 

country having also designed: Yonkers Station on the Hudson Line in 1911 as well 

as White Plains Station on the Harlem Line, and Grand Central Station in 1913 

(https://www.loc.gov/item/ny1579, https://www.theclio.com/entry/100129, 

ttps://www.iridetheharlemline.com/2013/05/22/warren-wetmore-grand-centrals-

architects-on-the-harlem-line/). Originally, it was run by the Harlem Railroad 

(https://www.iridetheharlemline.com/2013/05/22/warren-wetmore-grand-centrals-

architects-on-the-harlem-line ), but today it is run by Metro-North Railroad 

(https://www.theclio.com/entry/100129)  

 

What Makes this Particular Station Historic: 

 

While its age is impressive, its architecture is what gives it its historic significance. 

Warren & Wetmore usually built train stations in the Beaux-Arts architectural style  

(Hyatt 1898). This style is known for being ostentatious and is therefore often 

associated with the Old-World aristocracy or the capitalist class of the New-World. 

It includes the following features: balustrades, balconies, columns, cornices, 

pilasters, and triangular pediments (https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-beaux-

arts-architecture-178195) 

 

However, for the Hartsdale Station, they decided to break with their  tradition and 

build it in the Tudor Revival style (https://www.loc.gov/item/ny1579, 

https://www.theclio.com/entry/100129, 

ttps://www.iridetheharlemline.com/2013/05/22/warren-wetmore-grand-centrals-

architects-on-the-harlem-line/). This style is associated with the common man of 

England and is therefore known for its simplicity. Tudor Revival style includes the 

following features: 2 or more stories, tall-narrow multi-light windows in bands; 

over-scaled chimneys with decorative brick or stonework, overhanging second 

floors, a steeply pitched roof, and siding which includes stucco ( 

https://www.antiquehomestyle.com/styles/tudor-revival.htm). 
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1914       Today 

As readers can see, most of these features are clearly visible in the picture above’ 

 

Since the Hartsdale Train Station, “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 

type, period or method of construction,” and “possesses high artistic value”, 

(National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 2011 p. 4) it was added to 

the National Register of Historic Places in 2011 (National Register of Historic 

Places Registration Form 2011 p. 4). 

 

Conclusion: 

 

In conclusion, even though the Old Putnam Railroad is gone, Greenburgh still has 

railroads and railroad stations to be proud of including some truly historic 

examples. The Hartsdale Train Station was built in 1914, and is therefore quite old, 

but what makes it historic is not its age, but rather its Tudor Revival style 

architecture. We encourage people to visit Historic Hartsdale Train Station today. 
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 How a Flat Tire led to a Happy Escape: The Story of Carvel in 
Greenburgh (12/11/18) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5670/How
-a-Flat-Tire-led-to-a-Happy-Escape 

 

 The Guardians of History: Greenburgh’s Historical Societies 
(1/6/19) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5676/The-
Guardians-of--History 

 

 A Small House, an Important Meeting, a Huge Victory: The Story 
of the Odell House (1/12/2019) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5654/A-
Small-House--an-Important-Meeting--A-Huge-Victory 

 

 The Intersection of Banking, Ballet, and School: Greenburgh’s 
Warburg Estate (Updated) (10/22/19) 
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6095/The-
Intersection-of-Banking--Ballet--and-School-updated  

 

 Lost History: The Tragedy of Malkasten (1/26/19) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5673/Lost
-History--The-Tragedy-of-Malkasten 

 

 A Beautiful View for the Perfect Event: The Belvedere Estate 
(2/9/19) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5652/A-
Beautiful-View-for-The-Perfect-Event--Belvedere-Estate 

 

 The Power of Wealth and Humility: A Reflection on Two Highly 
Influential African Americans (2/18/19) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5679/Wea
lth-and-Humility 
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 Greenburgh Under the Hollywood Lights: The TV shows and 
movies Filmed in Greenburgh Part I (2/23/19) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5668/Gre
enburgh-under-Hollywood-Lights-Part-I 

 

 Oh, The Places Your Mail has Gone: A History of The Hartsdale 
Post Office (3/9/2019) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5674/Oh-
The-Places-Your-Mail-has-Gone 

 

 From Insurance to Symphonies: The Home of Charles Ives 
(3/16/19) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5664/Fro
m-Insurance-to-Symphonies--The-Home-of-Charles-Ives 

 

 Greenburgh Under the Hollywood Lights: The TV shows and 
Movies Filmed in Greenburgh Part II (3/29/19) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5669/Gre
enburgh-Under-the-Hollywood-Lights-The-TV-shows-and-
movies-Filmed-in-Greenburgh-Part-II 

 

 From Chasing Rabbits to Setting Records: The Amazing Story of 
Larry James (4/7/2019) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5661/Fro
m-Chasing-Rabbits-to-Setting-Records 

 

 From Fixing Cars to building Infrastructure: How Massaro Park 
Got its name (4/13/2019) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5663/Fro
m-Fixing-Cars-to-Building-Infrastructure-How--Massaro-Park-
Got-Its-Name 

 

 There is no church here, but “the brave men, living and dead, 
who struggled here, have consecrated” this ground: The Story 
of The Little White Church Cemetery (4/27/19) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5678/Ther
e-is-no-church-here-but-the-brave-men-living-and-dead-who-
struggled-here-have-consecrated-this-ground 
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 Irvington in Chains and our Process A History of Slavery in 
Irvington and A look at how Slices of History are made (and our 
interview with historian Robert Marchant) (5/11/2019) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5671/Irvin
gton-in-Chains 

 

 From Farmland to Shopping District: The Rise of Central 
Avenue  (5/25/2019) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5662/Fro
m-Farmland-to-Shopping-District-The-Rise-of-Central-Avenue 

 

 Like a long lost friend”: The story of how summer recreation has 
evolved in Greenburgh (6/7/2019) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5672/like-
a-long-lost-friend 

 

 Abandon Ship!!! The Story of United Nuclear Corporation and 
their Short-lived Elmsford Facility (6/28/19) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5656/Aba
ndon-Ship 

 

 Beyond Heritage Versus Hate Toward Hope and Reconciliation: 
The story of Mount Hope Cemetery and its Confederate 
Monument (7/13/19) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5657/Bey
ond-Heritage-Versus-Hate-Toward-Hope-and-Reconciliation---
The-story-of-Mount-Hope-Cemetery-and-its-Confederate-
Monument 

 

 Hidden History: The Story of Fairview Fairgrounds Part I 
(7/27/19) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5660/fairg
rounds 

 

 Entertainers for Justice (8/3/2019) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5659/Ente
rtainers-for-Justice 
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 A Tale of Two Towns: Greenburgh, NY, and Muncy, PA (8/23/ 
2019) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5655/A-
Tale-of-Two-Towns--Greenburgh-NY-and-Muncy-PA 

 

 When Greenburgh Went “East  Bound and Down”: Greenburgh  
During Prohibition (10/6/2019) 
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/5992/When-
Greenburgh-Went-East-Bound-and-Down-Greenburgh-During-
Prohibition 

 

 From Mopping The Floor of One Institution to Managing Three at 
Once: The Amazing Story of Former Westchester County 
Commissioner of Public Welfare Ruth Taylor (12/12/19) 
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6272/From-
Mopping-The-Floor-of--One-Institution-to-Managing-Three-at-
Once 

 

 Greenburgh Gets its “Sun Daze on” Under the Watchful Eyes of 
the Boys in Blue (1/9/2020) 
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6366/Greenbur
gh-Gets--its-Sun-Daze-on-Under-the-Watchful-Eyes-of-the-Boys-
in-Blue 

 

 Making Martin Luther King Jr’s Dream Come Alive the Success 
Story of the Parkway Homes/ Parkway Gardens 
Community:(1/18/2020) 
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6377/Making-
Martin-Luther-King-Jrs-Dream-Come-Alive-the-Success-Story-of-
the-Parkway-Homes-Parkway-Gardens-Community 

 

 Formed By Adversity, Held Together by Faith: The History of the 
Parkway Homes/Parkway Gardens Community (2/27/2020) 
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 From an Apple Orchard to The Olympics: The Saint Andrew’s 
Golf Club (3/8/2020) 
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6591/From-an-
Apple-Orchard-to-The-Olympics--The-Saint-Andrews-Golf-Club 

 

 Ashes “Ashes, Ashes!!We all Fall Down”(3/23/2020) 
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6653/Ashes-
Ashes-We-all-Fall-Down 

 

 A Leading Medical Institution at The Border of Greenburgh: The 
Story of New York Medical College (4 /4 /2020) 
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6685/A-
Leading-Medical-Institution-at-The-Border-of-Greenburgh 

 

 When the Cure was Worse than the Disease: A Look back on 
When The Medical Profession Wasn’t so Reliable: ( 4/18/2020) 
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6728/When-
The-Cure-was-Worse-than-the-Disease 

 

 All Aboard!!! The Story of The Old Putnam Railroad In 
Greenburgh (5/31/2020) 
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6909/All-
Aboard-The-Story--the-Old-Putnam-Railroad 

 

 Juneteenth: A Day of Liberation (6/6/2020) 
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https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6653/Ashes-Ashes-We-all-Fall-Down
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6685/A-Leading-Medical-Institution-at-The-Border-of-Greenburgh
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6685/A-Leading-Medical-Institution-at-The-Border-of-Greenburgh
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/6728/When-The-Cure-was-Worse-than-the-Disease
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 The Jewel of Greenburgh: The Life of Charles Lewis Tiffany 
(7/25/2020) 
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7049/The-
Jewel-of-Greenburgh---The-Life-of-Charles-Lewis-Tiffany 

 

 Hastings’ Best and Brightest: Nobel Laureates of Hastings 

 (8/1/2020) 
https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7065/Hastings-Best-
and--Brightest---Nobel-Laureates-of-Hastings 

 

 Happy Hour Amid Civil Strife In Elmsford The Story of How the 
Brother Against Brother Nature of the American Revolution Led 
to the Cocktail. (8/8/2020)  
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7158/Hap
py-Hour-Amid-Civil-Strife-in-Elmsford 

 

 A Woman Rebel In Hastings: The Life of Margaret Sanger (1879-
1966) (10/7/2020) 
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7166/A-
Woman-Rebel-In-Hastings-The-Life-of--Margret-Sanger  

 

 Headless Horsemen, Long Naps, and Sunshine: Washington 

Irving and Sunnyside (10/17/2020) 

https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7171/Hea

dless-Horsemen-Long-Naps-and-Sunshine 

 

 A General’s Residence in Greenburgh (10/21/2020) A-Generals-
Residence-in-Greenburgh (greenburghny.com)  

 

 The Ghost of Restaurants Past in Greenburgh Part I (12/12/20) 
The-Ghost-of-Restaurants--Past-in-Greenburgh-Part-I 
(greenburghny.com) 

https://greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7049/The-Jewel-of-Greenburgh---The-Life-of-Charles-Lewis-Tiffany
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 A Truly Trailblazing Road: Historic Roads in Greenburgh Part I- 

The Bronx River Parkway (12/19/2020) 

https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7292/A-

Truly-Trailblazing-Road-Historic-Roads-In-Greenburgh-Part-I 

 

 On The Road Again: Significant Roads In Greenburgh – Saw Mill 

River Parkway (1/2/2021) 

https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7413/Saw

-Mill-River-Parkway 

 

 The Baby Brother of Parkways The Sprain Brook Parkway 

(1/9/2021) The-Baby-Brother-of-Parkways---The-Sprain-Brook 

(greenburghny.com) 

 

 Tarrytown is Alive with The Sound Music: The Tarrytown Music 

Hall (1/30/2021) 

https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7525/Tarr

ytown-is-Alive-with-The-Sound-of-Music-Tarrytown-Music-Hall 

 The Black Contribution to The Thin Blue Line: Greenburgh’s 

First African - American Police Officers (2/6/2021) The-Black-

Contribution-to-The-Thin-Blue-Line (greenburghny.com) 

 

 African- Americans Nobly Serving Their Community At the 

Levers of Power: African-American Town Board Members Past & 

Present (3/1/2021) African--Americans-Nobly-Serving-Their-

Community-At--the-Levers-of-Power (greenburghny.com) 

 

https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7292/A-Truly-Trailblazing-Road-Historic-Roads-In-Greenburgh-Part-I
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https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7613/African--Americans-Nobly-Serving-Their-Community-At--the-Levers-of-Power


 

 

 The Legacy and Influence of Alexander Hamilton In Greenburgh: 

The Life of His Great-Great Granddaughter - Mary Schuyler 

Hamilton 

(3/13/2021)https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/Vie

w/7635/The-Life-of-Alexander-Hamltions-Great-Great-

Granddaughter---Mary-Schuyler-Hamilton 

 

 Alcohol, The Irvings and the Hamiltons: The Sanctuary of Zion 

Episcopal Church(3/27/2021) Sanctuary-of-Zion-Episcopal-

Church (greenburghny.com) 

 

 From the Basement to Trailers and Beyond: The Story of June 

Castleberry and The Lois Bronz Children’s Center (4/3/2021) 

The-Story-of-June-Castleberry---and-The-Lois-Bronz-Childrens-

Center (greenburghny.com) 

 

 Rising from the Ashes: Greenburgh’s First Town Hall: Town 

Halls of the Past Part I (4/10/2021) Town-Halls-of-the-Past-Part-I 

(greenburghny.com)  

 Moving to Tarrytown, But Running Out of Room: Town Halls of 

the Past Part II (5/29/2021) 

https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7977/Tow

n-Halls-of-the-Past-Part-II 

 

 Back to Elmsford: Town Halls of the Past Part III 

(6/19/2021)Town-Halls-of-the-Past-Part-III- (greenburghny.com) 

 

https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/7635/The-Life-of-Alexander-Hamltions-Great-Great-Granddaughter---Mary-Schuyler-Hamilton
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 Something Old, Something New Something Borrowed, 

Something Needed: The History of The Greenburgh Public 

Library 

(7/3/2021)https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/

8160/Something-Old--Something--New-Something--Borrowed--

Something-Needed-The-History-of-The-Greenburgh-Public-

Library. 

 

 A Park, and Home to The Hastings Historical Society: Draper 

Park - Draper Cottage, A father-son story(7/24/2021)A-Park-and-

Home-to-The-Hastings-Historical-Society--A-father-son-story 

(greenburghny.com)  

 

 The Trail Blazers: The Earliest Female Town Board Members 

(1974-1992) (8/14/2021) 

https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/8469/The-

Trail-Blazers--The-Earliest-Female-Town-Board-Members-1974-

1992 

 

 Old papers highlights Part I - 1884 gets off to a bad start in 

Tarrytown (8/28/201) Old-papers-highlights-Part-I---1884-gets-off-

to-a-bad-start-in-Tarrytown (greenburghny.com) 

 Happy Trails to You: Old papers highlights Part II (9/18/2021) 

Happy-Trails-to-You--Old-papers-highlights-Part-II 

(greenburghny.com) 

 

 A Tavern and an Ambush: The Battle of Edgar’s Lane 

(10/2/2/2021) 

https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/8160/Something-Old--Something--New-Something--Borrowed--Something-Needed-The-History-of-The-Greenburgh-Public-Library%2525252525252062
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https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/8483/Old-papers-highlights-Part-I---1884-gets-off-to-a-bad-start-in-Tarrytown
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/8488/Happy-Trails-to-You--Old-papers-highlights-Part-II
https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/8488/Happy-Trails-to-You--Old-papers-highlights-Part-II


 

 

https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/8505/A-

Tavern-and-an--Ambush 

 

 Where Good Food Meets Great Literature: Tappan Hill Mansion 

and Mark Twain’s connection to Tarrytown (10/16/2021) Where-

Good-Food-Meets-Great-Literature--Tappan-Hill-Mansion-and-

Mark-Twains-connection-to-Tarrytown (greenburghny.com)  

 

 Joy and Innocence, Mischief and Fear: Halloween in the 20th 

Century In Greenburgh (10/30/2021) Joy-and-Innocence--

Mischief--and-Fear--Halloween-in-the-2oth-Century-In-

Greenburgh (greenburghny.com) 
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https://www.greenburghny.com/DocumentCenter/View/8575/Joy-and-Innocence--Mischief--and-Fear--Halloween-in-the-2oth-Century-In-Greenburgh


 

 

About the Authors: 
 

We are both Assistant Town Historians at Greenburgh Town Hall and we are engaged to be married and 

are currently looking for permanent employment. 

 

Riley Wentzler: 

I was born and raised in a small rural town in central Pennsylvania. In high school, I took every honors 

course available including four years of Spanish. I received A’s in all of them. I graduated third in my 

class of 146 students. This brought me to Edinboro University of Pennsylvania. Once there, I continued 

my trend of academic excellence. I graduated summa cum laude in Political Science with a minor in 

Spanish and a Master’s in Communication Studies, with a G.P.A of 3.94. It was also there that I met my 

lovely fiancée, Felicia Barber. My Master’s in Communication has promoted public speaking, teamwork, 

and customer service. My Political Science degree has developed my research skills using computer-

based tools and provided me with experience using the Microsoft Office products. My minor in Spanish 

has facilitated my bilingual capabilities. During my internship at Greenburgh, I created the petition for the 

State Roads project using website tools. My diverse education and areas of interest have provided me 

with a wide range of skills. I look forward to finding a career opportunity in business or government. To 

suggest a topic for next week’s article, you can contact me at 

assistanthistorian@greenburghny.com, or to help me find employment, you can contact me at 

rjwentzler413@gmail.com  

 

Felicia Barber: 
I was born in New York City and raised in Hartsdale, New York. I graduated from Ardsley High School. I 

recently earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Graphic Design at Edinboro University of 

Pennsylvania. It was here that I met my fiancé, Riley Wentzler. As a result of my academic excellence, I 

won a scholarship every year. I learned and applied many graphic design skills to projects during my 

summer internships and at school. I am proficient in using Adobe graphic design applications including 

Photoshop, Illustrator and InDesign. For my Identity/branding course at Edinboro, I created logos to 

appear on the tee-shirts of Physical Education majors. For a veteran’s upcoming event, I used a typeface 

to focus the reader to the soldier in the poster. For the State Roads Legislative Campaign project, I created 

the embedded graphic-photo that accompanied the petition I am looking for a job to utilize my skills as a 

Graphic Designer in an agency, print shop, company or government To suggest a topic for next week’s 

article, you can contact me at assistanthistorian@greenburghny.com. To learn more about my 

artwork or to help me find employment you can contact me at feliciadbarber@gmail.com. 

 
Two Interviews with the authors: 

 

https://riverjournalonline.com/around-town/a-love-of-history-and-each-other/13708/ 

 

https://wcbs880.radio.com/articles/news/stories-main-street-couple-cerebral-palsy-brings-

manytalents-town-greenburgh 
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