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Today there is much controversy over whether it is or is not acceptable for
entertainers and professional athletes to use their fame to advance social agendas
and political causes. This is ironic given that today we praise those entertainers and
athletes who advocated for Civil Rights in the 1950s and 1960s. This article will
highlight two courageous African American women in Greenburgh who used their
positions as highly skilled entertainers to advance Civil Rights. These women are
the comedian Moms Mabley and the jazz musician Hazel Scott.

Moms Mabley (1894–1975):
As previously stated in our article, “Greenburgh &The Arts”, Moms Mabley was a
famous African American comedian. Her real name is Loretta Mary Aiken. She
was born in Brevard, North Carolina. Her father was a firefighter; he died in the
line of duty when she was eleven. She began her career as a comedian with the
African-American Vaudeville Circuit at the age of fourteen. In the 1920s, she
became a regular performer at Harlem’s Cotton Club. She used her standup
comedy routines as a way to reveal and undermine the systemic racism that existed
all over the United States at that time. Her subtle yet hilarious routines resonated
with African Americans throughout the country. Her most successful comedy
albums include: The Funniest Woman Alive, Moms Mabley at the Playboy Club,
and Moms Mabley at the UN. In addition to her primary career as a comedian,
she also was an actress. She performed in the Broadway show Fast and Furious: A
Colored Revue in 37 Scenes (1931). Her acting career was so successful that she
performed at The Apollo Theater more than any other performer in the 1930’s. She
also acted in all of the following movies: The Big Timers (1945), Boarding House
Blues (1948), and the musical revue Killer Diller (1948) Sometime in the 1950s,
Mabley moved to the Town of Greenburgh where she stayed until her death in
1975(http://www.greenburghny.com/Cit-eAccess/news/index.cfm?NID=47278&TID=10&jump2=0) While humor is a
powerful way to move people to action, music has the potential to be equally, if not
even more, powerful. This is something Hazel Scott understood very well.
Hazel Scott (1920–1981):
Hazel Scott was a jazz musician, actress, political activist; and the first black
woman to host her own television show. She was born on June 11, 1920 in the city
of Port of Spain, on the Caribbean island of Trinidad. She began playing piano in
Port of Spain at the age of three. In 1924, she immigrated with her family to
Harlem, New York (https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/scotthazel-1920-1981/).
Sometime before her eighth birthday, she traveled to New York City to perform at
Lincoln Center. At age eight, she won a scholarship to the Juilliard School of
Music (Balfour in MICROSOFT ENCARTA, Reference Library 1993-2003). In
the 1930s, she starred in many Broadway Shows and in several movies, she also
continued to perform as a concert pianist. As a strong advocate of racial equality,
she refused to perform in segregated theaters as an actress or segregated music
halls as a concert jazz pianist. She frequently used her fame as an opportunity to

speak out against racial discrimination in hiring and pay as well as to campaign
vigorously against segregation in all institutions. In the next decade, she made
history as the first black woman to host her own television show. Unfortunately for
her, by 1950, Senator Joseph McCarthy and the Republican Party had managed to
convince many Americans that the cause of racial equality was tied to communism.
Therefore in 1950, she was falsely accused of being a communist sympathizer
which led to her television show being canceled. She was shocked and outraged by
this development, and therefore left the United States for five years. Then in 1960,
she returned to America and was able to resume her television and musical career
both of which lasted until her death on October 2, 1981. She died in New York
City. (Balfour in MICROSOFT ENCARTA, Reference Library 1993-2003).

We were unable to find when Hazel Scott moved to Greenburgh. Anyone who has
any written documentation of this fact is asked to please contact us at
assistanthistorian@greenburghny.com
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About the Authors:
We are both Assistant Town Historians at Greenburgh Town Hall and we are engaged to be married and
are currently looking for permanent employment.

Riley Wentzler:
I was born and raised in a small rural town in central Pennsylvania. In high school, I took every honors
course available including four years of Spanish. I received A’s in all of them. I graduated third in my
class of 146 students. This brought me to Edinboro University of Pennsylvania. Once there, I continued
my trend of academic excellence. I graduated summa cum laude in Political Science with a minor in
Spanish and a Master’s in Communication Studies, with a G.P.A of 3.94. It was also there that I met my
lovely fiancée, Felicia Barber. My Master’s in Communication has promoted public speaking, teamwork,
and customer service. My Political Science degree has developed my research skills using computerbased tools and provided me with experience using the Microsoft Office products. My minor in Spanish
has facilitated my bilingual capabilities. During my internship at Greenburgh, I created the petition for the
State Roads project using website tools. My diverse education and areas of interest have provided me
with a wide range of skills. I look forward to finding a career opportunity in business or government. To
suggest a topic for next week’s article, you can contact me at
assistanthistorian@greenburghny.com, or to help me find employment, you can contact me at

rjwentzler413@gmail.com

Felicia Barber:
I was born in New York City and raised in Hartsdale, New York. I graduated from Ardsley High School. I
recently earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Graphic Design at Edinboro University of
Pennsylvania. It was here that I met my fiancé, Riley Wentzler. As a result of my academic excellence, I
won a scholarship every year. I learned and applied many graphic design skills to projects during my
summer internships and at school. I am proficient in using Adobe graphic design applications including
Photoshop, Illustrator and InDesign. For my Identity/branding course at Edinboro, I created logos to
appear on the tee-shirts of Physical Education majors. For a veteran’s upcoming event, I used a typeface
to focus the reader to the soldier in the poster. For the State Roads Legislative Campaign project, I created
the embedded graphic-photo that accompanied the petition I am looking for a job to utilize my skills as a
Graphic Designer in an agency, print shop, company or government To suggest a topic for next week’s
article, you can contact me at assistanthistorian@greenburghny.com. To learn more about my
artwork or to help me find employment you can contact me at feliciadbarber@gmail.com.
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