Abandon Ship!!! The Story of United
Nuclear Corporation and their
Short-lived Elmsford Facility

By: Riley Wentzler, Felicia Barber, & Rowen
Lynch-Samant
This week, we the Assistant Town Historians have been aided in our research by
Summer Intern-Rowen Lynch-Samant. We are grateful for his assistance. You can
read his bio at the top of the about the authors section.

As the Cold War raged, it looked like the historian Alfred Thayer Mahan may have
been right when he argued in his 1890 book, The Influence of Sea Power Upon
History, that in order to control the world a nation had to first control the sea.
While in 1890 gaining and keeping control of the sea had meant mass producing
battleships, during the Cold War, it meant submarines, in general, and nuclear
submarines in particular. To that end, on April 27th 1960, The United States Navy
launched the U.S.S. Tullibee, a 273 foot long and 2,300 ton nuclear- powered
submarine. On board were 13 officers and 67 enlisted men, and it was captained by
Richard E. Jortberg .This impressive hunter-killer sub was actually the smallest of
its class (http://www.perch-base.org/Index_Files/Historic_Sub_Classes.pdf).

While this launch was a great accomplishment for our navy, not everyone was
happy that the contract for building this vessel had gone to General Dynamics
Corporation; many other companies had wanted this contract. Among those most
displeased was United Nuclear Corporation, (UNC) who had been trying since
their founding in 1954, to be a leader in the market for nuclear subs (Gillen 2009 p.
171). In 1961, they bought out three of their largest competitors: Olin Mathieson
Chemical Corporation, Mallinckrodt Corporation of America, and Nuclear
Development Corporation of America (http://www.coldwarct.com/United_Nuclear_Corp.html).

Shortly after these acquisitions, UNC was contracted by the U.S. Navy, with the
purpose of making reactor fuel elements for the Naval Nuclear Propulsion
Program. Greenburgh’s Village of Elmsford played a significant role in United
Nuclear Corporation’s quest for dominance of the market and the sea. This is that

story. In 1954, the company originally opened in Delaware. The company bought
land in Elmsford in November of 1964.

They opened Building 1 on 80 Grasslands Road, which was a research facility, and
moved in on February 10th 1966 (Certificate of Occupancy # 8537). By looking at
the blueprints, we can determine this building was equipped with: a vault, a
computer lab, sound controlled testing rooms, dark rooms, and a very intricate air
filtration system. The building also had a second floor where the employee offices
and conference rooms were located (Building Permit #614-13434). They opened
Building 2 on 100 Grasslands Road, which functioned as their corporate
headquarters, in March of 1966(Silberstein 1977).This address is listed as one of
the main places UNC applied for patents in nuclear technology from. Due to the
proximity to the UNC owned New Haven, Connecticut nuclear power plant, and
the Montville CT, nuclear power plant we also believe this building served as a
monitoring station for these plants’ activities and environmental impact (Building
Permit #614-13434). This corporate headquarters was also supposed to oversee the
decommissioning of the Montville CT site. UNC’S Elmsford facility is now
closed, yet even after the Elmsford headquarters and research facility closed in
1976, and General Electric bought out the Montville site in 1999, this Montville
site is still not fully decommissioned. The Cold War is over, but its physical and
cultural impacts remain.
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Two Interviews with the authors:

https://riverjournalonline.com/around-town/a-love-of-history-and-each-other/13708/

https://wcbs880.radio.com/articles/news/stories-main-street-couple-cerebral-palsy-bringsmanytalents-town-greenburgh
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